
    Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 13 November 2013      
    
Present David Cooper (DC) Keith Fletcher (KF)    Peter Lemaire (PL) David Pryce-Jones (DPJ)  

Roger Moore (RM) Penny Cooper (Clerk) 
 
108 Apologies: Sue Irzykowska   

109 Declarations of interest: None 

110 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed. 
 
111 Clerk’s report 

All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or 

under relevant sections. Car parking at school pick-up time - Rebekah Kent (PCSO) patrolled 14 

October – spoke to one person about parking on yellow lines, thought it was ok otherwise. Mike 

Rawnsley is taking over from Rebekah. Sam Gillman says the “gantry” behind the Pavilion does not 

belong to the Chiltern Chase (nor presumably to the Party on the Pitch, as Sam Gillman was 

involved in that, too). Asked Andrew Robson to remove bough overhanging the Brook by the Manor 

& it was eventually cleared. Since then, another large bit of tree has fallen into the Brook, so have 

emailed him again. RM reported a fallen tree in Parsons Lane; David Goldsworthy says that it will be 

logged & removed in due course (as its not obstructing the highway). Regarding speeding 

traffic/safe walkway in Cat Lane - Caroline Newton has “spoken to the area steward, and chased 

him up again on Monday. He's due to talk to the traffic officer (Mark Francis) who has been away 

for a couple of weeks, but is now back in the office. (She’s) not overly confident, but (is) pursuing...” 

The blocked gully outside Old Rectory Cottage was reported to Highways - reference number is 

609441 - & has since been inspected by D Goldsworthy, who says that it was not obstructed at the 

time of his inspection. He also said that he is aware of EPC’s concerns about this area (particular 

reference to the “Pavilion ditch”) & will monitor the situation. Heard from the Land Registry about 

the Shrine, and had a long telephone discussion – they need a better, large-scale map.               Clerk 

112 County/District Councillors reports  
No district councillors were present. Felix Bloomfield sent apologies. Caroline Newton sent 
apologies, and the attached report.  
 

113     Accounts & Administration  
PC presented the monthly finance report.  
RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED  all invoices to date authorised. 
Recommendations of the Finance Committee meeting 4 November. 
RESOLVED   were all approved                                                                                                                    Clerk      
 

 114 Parish Matters set out in the Community Governance Terms of Reference     
 Councillors were disappointed that their previous comments had apparently not been taken into 

account and, having had some informal discussion with Benson PC to establish that they are also 
happy with the status quo 
RESOLVED  that a joint submission – with Benson PC - to the SODC working group is the best way 
forward, and a meeting should be arranged to effect this.                                                                   Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                 

 
 



115 Health & Safety     
 Clerk confirmed that OPFA knew of no grant funding available for repair or ongoing maintenance of 

play equipment. 
RESOLVED  Benson Sawmills is to be asked to re-survey the play equipment, with a view to making 
more extensive repairs than included in their estimate.                                                                       Clerk                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
KF has obtained spare parts for the swings & has kindly offered to repair them. 
After considerable discussion it was  
RESOLVED  that King’s Pool waterfall should not have a grille placed in front of it. 
Red Box has inspected & serviced the fire safety equipment in the Pavilion and issued an Inspection 
Certificate. 
 

 116 The Village Action Plan 
PL set the context for & gave some explanation of the Plan. 
RESOLVED  that the Council’s allocated tasks should be circulated & then reviewed at the next EPC 
meeting.                                                                                                                                                          Clerk                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                              

117 Village maintenance 
A litter bin has been ordered for Green Lane. Poles at the Triangle require fixing & reflectors 
replacing. 
RESOLVED  Mr Bates to be asked to install the bin and to do the work at the Triangle.                 Clerk       
RESOLVED  Andrew Robson to be asked whether the Brook belongs to the Ewelme Trust.          Clerk                                                                              
RESOLVED  Azalea Landscapes to be offered the contract for grounds maintenance next season, 
based on the schedule agreed by councillors, and providing costs remain within agreed limits.  Clerk 
RESOLVED  ask Benson Sawmills to clear the Pavilion ditch, & seek recompense from OCC.        Clerk 
The mowers require new parts & repair; Mr Grant has kindly offered to try to obtain an estimate for 
spares.  
 

118 Correspondence 
The report from the Community Pavilion working group was read with interest. DC pointed out that 
parish councils don’t pay for pre-planning application consultations, & RM that it might be 
worthwhile approaching Grundon for financial assistance. Crowmarsh PC has responded positively 
to the suggestion of parish councils working together, as has Benson; put on hold until Berrick has 
met in the New Year. Awaiting replies from Swyncombe & Brightwell Baldwin.                              Clerk 
  

 119  Other items of interest 
A bulb-planting work party needs to be arranged. DC has spoken to Felix Bloomfield about 
affordable housing on land he owns, & suggested that a direct approach from ORHP/SODC to FB 
might be the best way forward. RM attended the Grundon Liaison Meeting 11 November; the 
company will be applying for extensions to its licences for landfill (expires 2017) & recycling (2016) 
& will be seeking comments from the local community. DC & RM attended a new housing (125 
units) consultation meeting in Benson. The new Area Steward should be invited to a council 
meeting. Gordon Hunt – OCC Drainage Engineer – to be contacted about the bridge at Cottesmore 
Lane & for clarification about responsibilities for clearing the Brook in that vicinity. Residents at 2 
Old Rectory Cottages to be contacted about removing waste bins from the highway after they have  
been emptied – Mrs Critchley reminded the meeting that bags are available from SODC if steps are 
a problem.                                                                                                                                                      Clerk 
  
The meeting closed at 21:50 
 

Signed:                                                                                   Date: 
  

Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 11 December 2013 
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